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Mr. Crombie's Corner
Hello NMS Families,

The safety of our students, faculty and staff is our number one priority here at Newfane Middle
School. We have already participated in a series of �re and lockdown drills earlier this school year. Over
the next few months we will participate in our remaining 2 �re and lockdown drills. Don't be alarmed if
you drive by the building and see a few Niagara County Sheriff vehicles parked out front. We have
invited law enforcement to help us conduct our lockdown drills in order to increase their knowledge of
the footprint of the building.

Spring weather will be here to stay very soon. As we move forward into Spring, the temperatures will
rise and the sunshine will be more abundant. As a result, our students will be wearing lighter jackets
and other garments. I kindly ask you review the dress code with your child. This will ensure your child is
dressed for success and be in the best position to engage in their learning. Thank you for your
anticipated cooperation reviewing the dress code that can be found in the opening pages of the
student agenda.

Lastly, our District calendar was printed and distributed prior to the start of the school year. However,
back in September, the Board of Education adopted a revised calendar that included the removal of
the March 19th Staff Development Day. Please know that March 19th is a regular hybrid school day.
Silver students should attend on this day. I have attached the link to the District calendar for your
convenience.
https://www.newfane.wnyric.org/cms/lib/NY01001283/Centricity/Domain/1/SCHOOL%20CALENDA
R%2020-21%20REVISED.pdf

Thank you for your continued support of Newfane Central Schools. I hope you and your family enjoy
the upcoming spring recess.

https://www.newfane.wnyric.org/cms/lib/NY01001283/Centricity/Domain/1/SCHOOL%20CALENDAR%2020-21%20REVISED.pdf


NMS Panthers of the Month

Gabrielle J.,
Phenomenal 5th
Grader

Christopher K.,
Sensational 6th
Grader

Noah O.,
Remarkable 7th
Grader

Emma N., Excellent
8th Grader

Check out what our teachers have to say about these amazing PANTHERS.

5th Grade Panther of the Month, Gabrielle J.
Bree is one of those students that you can always depend on to listen, answer the question at hand
and most of all, give 100% effort on everything she does. Coming from a large family, Bree has
distinguished herself as being quietly loud. She is unafraid to stand up for what she thinks is right and
participate in class discussions. Best of all, she is a great friend to all in the classroom. She is always
willing to help out a classmate with a problem or give them a smile (with her eyes, of course).

6th Grade Panther of the Month, Christopher K.
Chris is a kind and hard working sixth grader who goes above and beyond in everything he does. His
positive attitude is infectious and he is always willing to lend a helping hand. His schoolwork is
consistently exemplary. He is a great advocate for his own learning and tackles every challenge that
comes his way with enthusiasm.

7th Grade Panther of the Month, Noah O.
Noah always comes to school with a positive attitude and excellent effort. He goes above and beyond
in his classes to complete assignments thoughtfully, and he eagerly contributes to class discussions.
In a true testament to his work ehic Noah manages balance both his academic career as a student
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6th Grade Students Create Paper Quilt

Students in Mrs. Mercer's 6th grade reading class created a paper quilt
to showcase their understanding of pivotal scenes in the book Flipped.
In a subsequent lesson, students imitated the writing style of the author
Wendelin Van Draanen to create alternate scene endings. Great work,
students and Mrs. Mercer!

Dr. Botzer's Mental Health Minute

and his hockey career as a goalie! Noah is kind, respectful and friendly to every student and teacher in
his classes, and we are proud to have him as a student. Way to go, Noah!

8th Grade Panther of the Month, Emma N.
Emma is an extremely polite and respectful young person. She is highly motivated and has an
incredible work ethic. Emma strives to do her very best at all times and consistently puts forth the
efforts needed to be successful in the 8th grade. Emma is an excellent example of a student who reaps
the rewards of persistence and hard work.
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A Panther Peek

We have all heard the headlines regarding the rise in mental health concerns due to the pandemic.
Please know that you are not alone. If you are concerned about your child there is help available! You
simply need to know when to reach out and where to look. Check out the links below for information
regarding breathing/meditation apps, wellness, and overall support for managing emotions during in
this COVID-19 world. We are all in this together; please do not hesitate to reach out with any questions,
concerns or ideas.
~ Dr. Botzer, Newfane School Psychologist

https://teenmentalhealth.org/
https://storage.trailstowellness.org/trails-2/covid-19-resources/self-care-during-covid-19-for-
teens.pdf
https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/talk-to-someone-now/
https://teen.smokefree.gov/quit-vaping
https://www.headspace.com/
http://www.penguinteen.com/10-books-to-read-during-mental-health-awareness-month/
https://kidshealth.org/en/teens/someone-died.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hiduiTq1ei8 (Video explaining the teenage brain)

https://teenmentalhealth.org/
https://storage.trailstowellness.org/trails-2/covid-19-resources/self-care-during-covid-19-for-teens.pdf
https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/talk-to-someone-now/
https://teen.smokefree.gov/quit-vaping
https://www.headspace.com/
http://www.penguinteen.com/10-books-to-read-during-mental-health-awareness-month/
https://kidshealth.org/en/teens/someone-died.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hiduiTq1ei8


Mrs. Dray, Music Teacher
Where did you grow up?
I grew up in Lockport, New York.

What is your favorite food?
Dessert! Anything sweet - cookies, cupcakes, chocolate. I also enjoy a big
salad with lots of toppings, soups, and Italian food.

What music do you listen to?
A little bit of everything! I have Spotify stations for every decade, and different genres depending on
what mood I’m in. I especially love all kinds of jazz, especially jazz funk and big band jazz.

What song would you sing doing karaoke?
“Don’t Stop Believin’” by Journey - that’s my #1 for sure, “Ain’t No Mountain High Enough” by Marvin
Gaye and Tammi Terrell, other classics, and anything by N*Sync or the Backstreet Boys. I love the
classics, but I grew up with boy band music! I would de�nitely belt out, with no shame, “I Want It That
Way” or “Bye, Bye, Bye”!

What are some of your hobbies?
Playing with my dog Hercules, playing my instruments and making music, drawing and painting,
walking/running, yoga, reading, and binge-watching shows on Net�ix when I need a break.

If you could go visit any place in the world where would you go? Why?
Hmm. I’ve been to cities in Italy, China, France, Ireland, the Netherlands, and Belgium so I would go
somewhere different to keep seeing the world. I’d love to see the pyramids in Egypt or the site of an
ancient civilization like the Mayan or Aztec ruins.

If you could go back in time, what year would you travel to?
Super music-nerd answer!! January 16, 1938 - the famous Carnegie Hall Jazz Concert of Benny
Goodman and his jazzy, swinging big band with famous jazz guest artists. It’s an iconic day in music
history as the �rst time that a jazz band performed in a concert hall and was given the same respect
as a classical orchestra. At the time, this was popular music and it paved the way for more genres to
emerge. People raved about it! I’d love to go back and see that performance - not to mention concert
tickets were only about $3 back then!

What was your favorite subject in school?
Band, Art and English. I always loved drawing, painting and reading, but surprisingly when I �rst
started clarinet in 4th grade I hated it and I wanted to quit! I was awful, but my mom made me stick
with it. When I got to middle school, she got me a book of Disney songs. I really wanted to be able to
play them so I *gasp* had to practice! Once I started to get better, I wanted to play more and more
music and now it’s my absolute favorite thing :)

What motivates you to be the best version of yourself?
This is going to sound cliche, but teaching is the �rst thing that comes to mind. The world is crazy with
this pandemic, but at the end of the day I have the privilege of teaching my students to make music -
an activity which takes a lot of brain power, determination, focus, coordination, and teamwork! I try to
be the best version of myself so I can be the best teacher I can be, and hopefully inspire my students to
be the best that THEY can be!

Who was your favorite teacher in school and why?
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I’ve always liked school and I had a lot of favorite teachers over the years. The teacher I connected
with the most was my clarinet teacher in high school. She believed in me and pushed me to be the best
I could be, which was motivating and made music exciting.

Why did you want to become a teacher?
I mentioned above that I originally was awful at the clarinet. Once I discovered how much fun making
music can be, I knew that I wanted to inspire others to �nd this same joy! I also found that playing an
instrument was an enjoyable escape, and sometimes we all need that - especially in this crazy world
today. I love getting lost in this world of music in our band rehearsals. Band is my favorite thing in the
world, besides my husband and my dog of course :)

The PAW Print A Writer's Workshop

Personal Narrative By Natalie J., 7th Grade
Splash! Raindrops hit the window as my friends and I talked on our way to our full day long practice
for the NCMEA Concert. “I am so excited for today!” I exclaimed. It was a rainy and muggy morning in
December of 2019. When we got there, we got our things, and headed to the auditorium. Our Newfane
group relaxed for a little while until we were excused to go to practice. Once we were excused, my
friends and I went to the group practice with other schools’ students.

As I was warming up, something was off. My saxophone was not working and I felt sick to my
stomach and I was worried. “Oh no!” I murmured. I realized a pin was off somewhere on my
saxophone. I eventually managed to �x it and put everything back in place. Then, after we practiced
our scale, a boy asked in a rude, sassy manner, “Why are you playing that?” I was practicing a piece
that we would be playing for the concert. We were all practicing, so I wasn’t breaking the rules or
anything. I was surprised he had the audacity to say it in the way he did. I ignored him because either
way I wouldn’t have known what to say. Before I knew it, it was break time! I hung out with my friends
during break time. When it was over, the rest of the �rst part of the day, everything went smoothly, and
all was normal. We just practiced again, then had another break, and practiced again!

Finally, it was lunch time! The kids from my school, our teacher, and I all sat at a table. We also invited
other kids over that had nobody to sit with, which, I thought that was very nice of us. After lunch,
Jayde and I weren’t back to practice on-time. “Oh no! We have to hurry!” I said, sprinting down the
halls. We rushed to the practice doors. When we opened them, suddenly, a �re alarm went off! We all
rushed outside. Keep in mind that this was during the freezing weather of winter. “It’s so c-cold!” I
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stated, shivering. About 5-10 minutes later, we headed back in. Thankfully, Jayde and I didn’t get in
trouble for being late.

Then, I got news that I was chosen for a “group solo” performance with the other saxophonists and I
would be performing this in the concert! The other players that played the saxophone were incredibly
good. I was worried but also extremely excited to have this opportunity. After, we �nished practicing,
along with another break, and more practicing. My practice day was complete. I was sad because the
day had been so fun.

When the concert �nally came a couple days later, I was a nervous wreck. I felt like I was about to
vomit (thankfully I didn’t). Everything turned out amazing and I will never forget these days; It was
some of the best days ever. :)

Personal Narrative By Ava B., 7th Grade

“Are you ready Ava?” my dad asked.

I nodded. I was standing at the starting block at a Ninja competition before my run. Being the last
person to go made me extremely nervous. I had all the advantages to win, such as going last and
having the competition at my home gym; The Warrior Factory Buffalo. I needed to do well. Last year at
this competition I did really bad, so I needed to have a good run. I was nervous about a balance
obstacle towards the end. They were called the buoys. They were blue and rubber and in the shape of
a water bottle but �lled with air. You had to walk on them but they were pretty far apart.

My liquid chalk dried on my hands as my coach Rachel who was being the referee came over to start
the clock. I told her I liked her black and white striped ref shirt because I knew she hated it, and I
needed to calm myself down. “Haha very funny,” she replied. I needed to clear the course with an
extremely fast time to have any chance of being on the podium, which is what I was hoping to do. Sure
winning is fun but I can’t get ahead of myself. I haven’t won a competition yet.
“Beep! Beep! Beep! BOOP!”

I heard the countdown and took a breath This is it I thought. I better not miss the �rst obstacle. I
leaped on the triangular steps then jumped onto a wall off of a trampoline. I cleared that easily. Next
was the rings; I jumped through the �rst ring and swung to the next. Why are there rings in the teen
course? They are way too simple. I thought as I dismounted. I jumped right onto the cargo net. I was
going pretty fast, but I better not jinx it. From the cargo net I grabbed the cannonball and swung to the
dismount platform. The next obstacle looked similar to the parallel bars in men's gymnastics; two bars
where you could only use your hands. This is where Charlie fell. I said to myself. Charlie is a boy who
also goes to my gym. You're better than him. My gymnastics training paid off. I cleared that obstacle
so easily. How in the world did he fall there. I thought as I leaped to the starting platform of the next
obstacle. Next was the cliffhanger; a two-inch ledge where you hang on with your �ngertips. I have
done this one hundred times but this is when it counts. I worked my way down the cliffhanger and the
next thing I knew I had already transferred to the monkey bars. I hit the trampoline and landed on the
dismount platform.

When I landed I was laughing inside my head at my coach Justin’s silly haircut until I realized the next
obstacle was the buoys. I placed my foot carefully in the center of the buoy, but quickly switched feet. I
suddenly panicked and was doubting my plan. I kicked the �rst buoy so it wasn’t sideways and started
to walk on it, so it rolled. I didn’t see anyone else do it this way so this would be interesting. I guess I am
just freestyling this now I turned sideways ready to transfer to the next one but stepped on my



shoelace. I was losing my balance. I quickly transferred and rolled to the third one. I was almost there.
I said as I stepped onto the �nal buoy. It seemed to have less air and was less stable than the others. I
was falling backward, while my arms �ailing. I could feel my weight falling backward. Oh no! I thought.

I could see the dismount platform, and I had to jump. The buoy spun under my foot as I leaped. I made
it!

It took a second for me to realize that I completed it. Trampolines were next and they are my strong
suit so I easily cleared the next two obstacles. The �nal obstacle was the 8-foot warped wall; I can do a
15-foot wall so this was simple. But I only had a few seconds. I sprinted up the wall and hit the buzzer.
I cleared

I was still catching my breath when they called everyone to the podium. They started with the boys. I
sat patiently waiting to see what place I got. Then the time came “Second place...Zoie Whalen” SHe
was my rival, she beats me at every comp. “First place… Ava Brown” I ran as fast as I could and
hopped up onto the �rst place block. I was so proud of myself. After everyone took pictures they
announced the time. I had only beaten Zoie by one second! I was so glad that I cleared the course,
especially the buoys.

A Personal Narrative By Bryona W., 7th Grade Writer

Truth Or Dare

“ Wanna all go on a camping trip on friday?” Mom said, “Yes please, that would be fun”.

*We packed our bags Friday morning*

Hello, I'm Bryona. I like to make tik toks and hang out with my family. I straightened my long curly hair
and I took a shower, but every time I washed my body, I looked at the red rash on my leg near my hip. I
think back to the day it happened.

My dad named Bryon was watching my 18 year old brother, Chris and I, racing down the road with our
bikes. Let's just say I went a little too fast, I hit a speed bump and I �ew in front of my bike, fell really
hard, and I scraped myself badly on the concrete road. I was sore and bleeding a lot for the past few
days after that.

*I got ready for the trip*

On August, 5th 2020, My family and I went on a camping trip to Medina
KOA. We all got in my Mom’s Purple jeep and drove to the camp but I couldn't help the heat. The sun
was beaming right on my moms truck. It was hot as lava outside.
I drenched myself in heat. I was excited and anxious about camping though.

When we got there some people were driving in golf carts with neon lights on them! It was super cool.
The sky was light blue and very sunny out



NCMEA Virtual Event

When we got to our campsite, we put up our tents, and while my Mom and Jarrid were putting them
up, I was walking around the campground to check things out with my 11-year-old brother, Camryn,
and my 3 year old brother, Jaelin.

I ran into my best friend that I haven’t seen since 3rd grade. Her name is Annabelle, Annabelle and I are
so close. We are like sisters from a different mother and dad, we were excited to see each other. We
were dancing like we just drank 10 energy drinks.

Later that night, J-Rod, my mom, Jaelin, Camryn and I were walking back to the campsite from
catching cray�sh in the creek.

All of a sudden we see all the people driving in golf carts cheering and since it was dark outside they
had neon lights on all the golf carts with happy 4th of July, It was super cool.

My mom said “ Lets run back to the campsite so we can watch all the golf carts pass by our spot” So
of course we did and we made it back in time.
We got back to our spot, Camryn and I were sitting on the roof of my moms purple jeep. Watching The
golf carts and clapping and cheering.

After the 4th of July parade, all of us were bored, “ Wanna play truth or dare” J-rod says, “Yesss”.

I already knew this was gonna be a little bad because J-rod is that type of guy to dare someone
something embarrassing & crazy. “Truth or dare? Bryona” J-Rod says,
“Hmmm dare” I say, “ I dare you to act like a gorilla, but get everyone’s attention �rst”

Now at this point I was so scared. But I did it anyway, I was walking up to the rocky road and I acted
like I coughed really loud so everyone would look at me. When everyone was looking at me I went to my
hands & knees and started making gorilla noises and banging my chest, it was so embarrassing. We
all laughed.

It was my turn again “ Truth or dare Bryona?” J-Rod says, “ dare". Don't do anything too crazy haha”
Isay, “ oh it's gonna be embarrassing not crazy” J-Rod says,
“ I dare you to act like u dont know where the bathroom is and act like you're about to pee your pants''.
J-Rod says.

“ Oh noooooooooo” I said, I did it anyway cause I didn't care what people thought of me as long as I
was having fun.
I go to the rocky road and yelled “ WHERE'S THE BATHROOM I HAVE TO PEE!"
Then I went back to J-Rod and said ,“That was embarrassing as heck” Then Of course J-Rod says, “
Now go back and say nevermind it's too late I peed my pants” I did it and some people were just staring
at me.

That is one story I will never forget because it was so awkward.

The End...



Future Advertising Executives in the 5th Grade

On Saturday 2/27, students participated in the NCMEA Virtual Lesson event offered in place of the
traditional Solofestival this year. Due to the pandemic, NCMEA was not able to host its in-person
Solofestival in which students from across the county audition for an adjudicator (judge) to gain
feedback on their musicianship. The alternative this year was an event in which students could sign up
for an interactive private lesson experience with another NCMEA teacher. Students were matched to a
teacher who specializes on their instrument (woodwind, brass, percussion). They prepared a solo
piece to perform like in an audition, but instead were provided an interactive experience with a
specialist including live feedback, tips, and practice.



Bree J., VP of North
American
Marketing

Cynthia S., VP of
Global Marketing
Strategies

Elena G., VP of
Western
Hemisphere Sales
Division

5th grade students analyzed Super Bowl ads and the messages behind them. They were then charged
with the task of creating their own story boards. Good work Panthers!

Our PTSA is a group of dedicated individuals who are always looking for ways to help and support our
schools for the betterment of our kids. Please consider clicking on the link and become a member
today!
https://www.newfane.wnyric.org/domain/43#calendar1531/20210201/month

Facebook @MiddleNewfane

About us

2700 Transit Road, Newfane, N… kcrombie@newfanecentralsch…

716-778-6452 newfane.wnyric.org
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